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Occaſion of,” the Preſent Times : 
FN din de Sea of Evil Humours 

both in Church and State, I have been 
examining whether the bottom I ſtand | 
upon be ſure, and'the Foundation under me 
frm. The Trial of the Doctor caſt Winter 
has brought every Man upon hie Trial; and 
1 muſt no longer take my ſelf for granted, 
while the World is Aeufing me; for tho 5 
when I turn my Eyes inward, 1-look like 

the fame Man, nd feel no ſenſible; Altera - 5 
tion in my ſelf ; yet, in the Eyes of N 1 
| perceive, I begin to Joo dubious. 
5771 A. . wi 


Ce 


With the violent Whigs, I am a Ley; 
and with the violent Tories, a Whig. If I 
don't extol the Doctors Sermon, and ſay, 


the Spirit of it is peaceable, the Reaſoning 


ſtrong, and the Stile even and elegant, I am 
a Low-Churchman Hf T ſay, the Proſecu- 
tion Was — 4 _ 3 then I am a 


gh-Flye pr phe] Chriſtiah Do- 
EE of =o Ot Sa I mean an well to 
the Pretender. And, if 4 allow that two 
Parts of the Legiſlature mig gow Extremi- 


pręven the 

TC b rturn d - then l 

wn a "Republica, a Diciple of 
Ben. H——, fl a be, the QUEEN has a 


 Parhame = Fi hr, 277 2 State Fanatick: 


And if I a, the has an Heredittary Right, 
then lam diſaffected to the Government. If 


I ſolemnly pray for the Princeſs Sophia; well 


and good: But if I begin her Health; and 
wiſh! Proſperity to; her Houſe „I am, ftar'd 
hard: at, as gut of all Principle and Proprie- 
ty. If I ay, the Reverend. Champion, ſet 
but upon his Progreſs to ſerve the Church, 
and continued it, to ſcandalize the Church; 


And that the Edge of the Tool began to Frm, | 


and to ſpoil the good Work it had made; 
have the] Misfortune to pleaſe neither Side i 


Whereas there ſeems, no real Repygnancy in 


[ theſe Points, and an honeſt Man may main- 


tain them all, without any Violence to his“ 


Judg- 


Yd . Py A 9 


— 
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Judgment. But, what nettles me moſt of all 


is, that they whoſe: Names for the Church 
are up, A——þ, S——pe, 8 —ge, nay, 
even Sir S -t, theſe: may freely 
cenſure the Madneſs of the Prophet, and lift 
up their Hands and Eyes, at the ſolemn Prote- 
ſtations in his 


Speech: Whereas, If I but 
juſt mutter a Word about his Conduct, and 
aſk Which way he is Travelling, tis as much 
as my Character is worth. + © 
No the true Secret of the matter, I find, 


is this, 1 hat if We ſet up for right P Arlyr 
Men, it muſt be Studio Partium; by fol- 


lowing and defending all the Principles and 


Dignoſticks of the Party, right or wrong; 


by ſtickling more devoutly for one Polemical 


Point of Diſtinction, than for all the thirty 


nine Articles, or even for the Apoſtles Creed; 
and by talking and running after our Ring- 
Leaders at all Adventures, non quo eundum 
.eft | ſed quo itur. Whereas if a Man will 
be ſo ſelf-willd as to think impartially, 
and to ſtick by his own Underſtanding, 


he muſt expect, in Courſe, to be found ſome- 


times on one fide, ſometimes on the other, 
and, like the Sun, to appearance, continual- 
ly turning about, even while fixt and im- 

moveable in the ſame Centre. As one Party 
weighs down with Might and Main this 


Way, and the other that, he muſt ſtand a 
Check to the Impetuoſities of either; and do 


[61], 


the troubleſome and tickliſh Work of Tio: 


ming the Boat, and keeping things even and 


upright ;” which tho' the. difficulteſt and fin- 
eereſt Province, rarely. raiſes a Man up above 
the Character of cautious and wary; for 
which he muſt be content to be buffeted and 
banded to and fro, to be worried between 
the upper and the netlier Milſtone, and to be 
vex'd "wk _ perpetual: Diſputes and Alterca- 
tions, neither ſatisfying nor ſatisfied either 


way. And therefore, how eaſie and advan- 


_ tageous! #oever! this part may ſeem , becauſe 
*tis the peaceable and good natur d' one; z in 
fact it is quite the contrary. To difreſpe& 
Sides and ſtand to reaſon, is to remain in a 
diſintereſted and friendleſs State; Which is 
what I am far from recommending to the 
Choice of any Man, whoſe Buſineſs is not 


to make Cor clence, outs A Market: 955 What 


he does. 4 


But, in 1 regard 1 am . off. forty. 
court no Preferment, have a ſmall Patrimony 


of my own; and have no one to pleaſe but 
my ſelf; Lam determind, with God's leave, 


co abide by the plain impartial Dictates of 7 


my ownJudgment ; and have, accordingly 
drawn up this frank Declaration of What I 
am; to lee if either High or Low will re- 
ceive me on theſe conditions, if not, 1 wall 
dea en * wy: fol a 
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I believe and profeſs the Church of Er- 
gland, as by Law eſtabliſhed, in point of 


Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip, to be the 
moſt primitive, pure, and excellent Church 
in the whole World, I pity thoſe who diſ- 


ſent from it thro* a miſtaken Conſcience : 


and ſuch as keep off thro' Faction, Hu- 
22 or Intereſt, I perfectly deteſt and 
e,, 5; HET 


I believe the Diſſenters 7 of all kinds , 


from this Church to be in a State of Schiſm, 


and ſin: And that they will give but a 


lame Account of themſelves at the laſt day, 


for the numberleſs Miſchiefs and Diſtra- 


Rions, which they have ſtirred up, and en- 
tail'd upon this divided Nation. And I be- 
lieve the Jacobites to be as arrand Schiſma- 


ticks as any, becauſe they ſet up Altar againſt 


Altar; and as dangerous as any, becauſe 
they are profeſſed Enemies to our happy E- 


| ftabliſhment. And thoſe Clergymen who 


and, when they comply againſt their 
bl ab 


treat the former ſo tempeſtuouſly, and theſe 


fo tenderly, give no good Sign of being 


perfectly well fatisfy'd in their own Con- 


* 


eie ners. | 


I believe an Occaſional Conformity Bill 


to be moſt highly juſt and reaſonable ; be- 
_ cauſe, when Men ſhew they can comply 


but will not, it is only their Obſtinacyʒ; 
Minds, | 


*%. 


2 
N ) 


7163 


it is their hateful bee ne, that can 


be affected by it. 


In all other reſpects, 1 am emi fr 


continuing that Indulgence. to Diſſenters 
— ich = Law has given them ; believing, 

— y be melted into Conformity. by 

Ae „and mellowed into the Body of 
our Church by time, when they will not be 
driven into it by force : At leaſt, kind U- 
ſage muſt make them aſham'd of their Se- 
paration, when. Perſecution. would make 
them proud of it. Nevertheleſs, I would 
not have their Impunity be miſtaken for 
their Juſtification ; nor their being tolera- 
ted, paſs for the lame thing, as being eſta- 
; bliſh'd by Law. The mean while , the 
Preſbyterians would better deſerve jhis Fa- 


your they receive from the Church of En- 
gland, if we ſaw them take any Meaſures 


with their Scotiſh Brethren, to procure a 


like Indulgence for Church of England Men 


in North- Britain. 


am utterly againſt ki Gendiriaridy, 


4 or Schools of Schiſm. The Tares that are 
already grown up among the Wheat to ſome 
Maturity, ſhould be let alone, till the gene- 


ral Harveſt : But there. is no good Scripture 
or Reaſon for' ſowing ſuch evil Seed among 


the Wheat, nor are they called by a _ 
1 Name, in the Paley? "_ hy i. 


1 be- 
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Il believe the Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience 
to be truly Chriſtian, and agreeable to our 
Conſtitution, both in Church and State; and 
that in reſpect to particular Perſons, in an ab- 
ſolute, unconditional Senſe: So that no Sub- 
ject, in his private Capacity, can lift up his 
Hand againſt the Lord's Anointed, upon any 
Pretence whatſoever, but he muſt be a Tray- 
tor, and an Aſſaſſine. Nevertheleſs, inaſ- 
much as our Monarchy is mix'd and limi- 
ted, and the Supream, or Legiſlative Power, 
conſiſts of three eſſential Parts, J conceive, 
that when any one of thoſe Parts, ſo far en- 
croaches and breaks in upon the Conſtitution, 
as to violate the Fundamental Laws, and per- 
vert the Courſe of Juſtice, and attempt to de- 
ſtroy our Eſtabliſhment, either in the Civil, Mi- 
litary, or Religious Branch thereof, then the 
other two may take upon them to counſel, re- 
monſtrate, and, if Neceſſity require, to re- 
ſtrain and compel that irregular, diſorderly A 
Part, to return within due Bounds, and behave - | 
it ſelf according to Juſtice, and the Laws: 
And for this, our Conſtitution is now, at - 
length, ſo happily adjuſted, that all the three i 
Parts of our Legiſlature, are to be continually 4 
exiſtent ; either to counſel, to aſſiſt, or to 
check one another : So that there can be no 
Pretence for Popular Reſiſtance, 5 
Il believe the QUEEN has both a Parlia- 
mentary, and an Hereditary Right; and 5 
| | ä 
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Fer Hereditary Right! is Parliamentary: The 


Body of our Laws having ever confirm'd the 


Deſcent of the Crown to the right Heirs and 
Succeſſors, and ſome particular Statutes ha- 
ving determined and limited that Hereditary 
| Defoent to the Proteſtant Line. And for this 
Reaſon, „al 
1 dare not, hold the Inkeritince of the 
| Crown to be indefeaſable and unalienable, 
not only becauſe I know there have been ſpe- 


cal Defeaſances made thereof; upon ur- 


Extremities; but, becauſe I r the 
reme Legiſlative Power may make Alte- 


mations and Changes in any Government, for 


the common Good, at Diſcretion: And that 
ſuch Alterations, when made, are valid, and 
legal, the Supream Authority being a accounta- 
ble for what it does, to none but God; and 


to queſtion whether, What the Legiſlature 


has enacted, be legal, being to aſk, whether 
it 1 is Da when the Sun ſhines. _ 
And hz "who. ſhall recollect, that the Sta- 


1 th of Q Elisabeth, makes it 


Treaſon for — Man to ſay, that the Parlia- 
ment cannot alter the Succeſſion; which Act 
is yet unrepeald, will be very tender how 


he talks of unalienable, and indefeaſable 


Right. 


with the Judgment of that excellent Prelate, 


Fus . * That ſame human Pow- 
er 


0 . 


And therefoee, my Ae falls in -anedily | 


£1: 


A that can ſettle a Crown in entail, can 

alſo cut off the Entail of a Crown: That 

ec ſame human Power that can ſettle the Suc- 

46 3 of a Crown unconditionally, may 
appoint Conditions, without the performing 

| « 5 which, he that is next Heir in Courſe | 

4 ſhall not inherit. And whatever Eſtabliſh- 

ment of the Government, the Supream and 

“ Sovereign Power of any Nation makes in 

„ one Age, the Supream and Sovereign Power 
„ for the time being, of the ſame Nation, 
„may, in the next Age, make null and void. a 

. On theſe Premiſſes alone, 


r I take the Pretender's Title to be utterly: at | 
t an end, and 1 abjure him with Heart and | 
d Hand: Irenouncehimon manifold Accounts; 
;- not only as his Birth, how ſoever legitimate 
4 in it ſelf, was not legitimately prov'd, the 
re Perſons moſt nearly and eſſentially concern d 
er to witneſs it, being ſent out ofthe way; and, 
Iss all the Title he could pretend to have, was 
a- cut off and alienated by the Supream I. 
it I ſlative Power, I mean, by all the Branches of _ 
a- flit then remaining in the Government; but, 
& which I ſtand upon much more, as he is of 
the Popiſh Religion, and as ſuch, both by his 
Je flown Principles, and the Tenour of our Laws, 'Y 
| moſt eſſentially unqualify'd to bear Rule n 
theſe Proteſtant Dominions. To have the Head | 
of our Church of the Romiſh Religion, andthe 
Boa of the nn. is ſomething werf 
WII mon 


* 


monſtrous and repugnant; and all the Rel: 
tion, Life, and Motion, between ſuch © 
Head and Body, muſt be unnatural, and diſ- 
join'd, and like the Wreathings of a Snake 
when cut in pieces. And while it is ſtill 
freſh in my remembrance, how impoſſible we 
found it, in his Father's Reign, to fadge with 
a Popiſh King; and that, notwithſtanding the 
faireſt Promiles and Appearances 3 begin- 
ning, the Higheſt Churchmen, after a Tear 
or two, were glad to look out ſharp for a 
Proteſtant Wind; I cannot but dread trying 
Practices again upon ſuch dangerous Princi- 
ples, and ſhake at the very Thoughts of ever 


ſeeing this Nation under full Sail _ for | 


| Popery. 
I am entirely for hae to manage 
in the Miniſtry, that ſo the Church and 
State may be of one Piece, and no Jealouſie a- 
riſe between them. By Churchmen, I do not 
mean ſuch lewd: Men as have no Religion in 
them, nor ſuch low Men, as only join with 
the Church, out of Form, and can juſt ay 
they don't go to Conventicles; While it 1s 
2 Rule with them to Vote Fanatically, and 
upon all Diviſions, to give it on the Diſſen 
ter's ſide. But I mean ſuch, who from thei 


ſound Principles, and ſuitable Lives, hav 


gain'd the general. Eſteem, of being cordiall 


and conſcientiouſly zealous for the Eftabliſh'Þ 


Church. But then, as another neceſſary Qua 


lifical 


1 


| fication, theyſhould be ſuch as are not only 


reputedly, but ſincerely well - affected to the 


4 


I owe my Good QUEEN, not only the 


Royal Perſon, but ſuch as ſhall exert their 
utmoſt Abilities to render her Reign eaſie 


and happy, and ſuch as will moſt faithfully 


and wiſely adviſe, but not violently force 
her, in the Meaſures of her Adminiſtration. 
And, as I think it unreaſonable, that the - 
Choice of them ſhould be impoſed upon her, 


by any Authority, Foreign or Domeſtick; 


ſo I would have her left free to determine by 
fuch Advices, as appeared to her moſt ratio. 
nal and wholſome; and not have Councils 
come infolently upon her in the Nature of 


Commands; that ſo ſhe may not be treated 
Tike an Engine of State, but an intelligent 
and wile Being, and as an Head which can 


ſpeak 


\ 
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ſpeak ſenſibly, and not {ach a' one as muſt be 


ſpoke thorough. _ 11 45 3 
I am heartily for humbling and reducing 
the French Power, and ſhall never be at "el 


4 in my publick Spirit, till I ſee Spain reſtored 
to the Houſe of Auſtria; and I hope all true 
Britains will be of the fame: Opinion with 


me, that the Privilege of poiſing all the Now 
ers and Intereſts on the Globe, ſo. peculiar 
to this Great Iſland, is too pretious ever to 
be foofd away: And that we will take care 
to keep our ſelves ſo conſiderable and weigh- 
ty, as that, on which fide ſoever we {hall 
think fit to ſtep in, we may turn the 
Scale. And the only way to maintain 


this Privilege, is to preſerve the Balance 


I am ſtedfaſtly and inviolaby for adhering 


to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, in the moſt 


Serene Houſe of Hannover; not only beeauſe 
J have ſworn to it, and do daily pray for 
it, and that tis High Treaſon to be of ano- 
ther Mind; but becauſe I believe, from my 
Soul, that the Stability of our Government, 
and the Tranquillity and Happineſs of this 
Kingdom does, under God, depend abſolute- 
ly thereon; The Bill of Excluſion was one 
of the wiſeſt Bills that has been brought in- 
to Parliament, 'fince the Reformation ; and; 
next to that, the Bills of Limitation : The 
former being rejected, gave us the Curioſi- 
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ty to experience, that a Popiſh Sovereign 
would not do; and the two latter, by paſ- 


ſing into Laws, have ſecured us, I hope, 
from ever trying over tlie ſame Experiment 


again. 


| Let ws, therefore, as many as be perfect 

be thus minded: and if in any thing, L Fd 
therwiſe minded, God ſhall reveal even this 
unto you. 5 
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